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reply survived to a letter from Gore himself, written on April
nth.

It was an immense pleasure to get your letter and to have at
least a more hopeful account of Charlie. You and he have indeed
never been many days out of my thoughts, especially at the
Altar. ...

On the whole we got favourable impressions of Mission work
in India. Certainly the work of our Mission* is consolidating and
strengthening. The chief mistake that impressed itself on us in
Mission work as a whole is the mistake of diffusing our forces too
much instead of strengthening them at points where there is a real
movement towards Christianity. I was about 8 weeks with the
Mission and a week at Government House, where I was amused, if
not instructed. The chief excitement there lately, as I learn by
letter, has been to watch the Chinese envoy endeavouring to get
through his state dinners. He got through it all with credit except
the big French asparagus. For this, first he tried to retain the tongs
as a weapon of defence against the vegetable, and when it was ex-
plained to him that this was wrong, he seized the 'grasses' by the
tip and proceeded to devour them with perfect gravity from the
stump upwards....

What to say about 'Lux* I hardly know. Liddon is personally
angelic to me, but I do feel that he has made the position unneces-
sarily difficult. The only thing that affects my own conscience is the
feeling of having allowed myself to be misunderstood in the sense
of admitting that 'our Lord could be fallible. I cannot conceive
hesitating to accept as Divine Truth anything on any subject
matter that our Lord taught. There is every difference between a
limitation of the human knowledge, motived by love and con-
trolled by His own will, which accepted it, and fallibility. Limita-
tion of knowledge, voluntarily accepted, seems to me to account
for this, leaving all natural science and literary knowledge also,
untouched. Then I do not myself think that while our Lord
teaches the inspiration and authority of the Old Testament, His
*The Oxford Mission to Calcutta.